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23rd Annual Graduate Showcase 
 

Message from the Dean 

The WSU College of Education has a rich history of engaging students in applied research and promotes these 
opportunities to make an impact in the communities we serve.   As part of a research university committed to 
innovation and community engagement, we believe in the benefits of university research for the betterment of 
society. We also recognize such endeavors prepare educational leaders who promote advances in a variety of 
contexts that cross the lifespan. This year’s Graduate Showcase highlights a myriad of faculty and student projects 
that have either sparked insights or spurred the development of tools needed to address some of today’s most 
pressing challenges. In short, our faculty and students are pursuing questions that matter. For our soon-to-be 
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Understanding Rigor from the Perspectives of Teachers and Administrators in Two Low-income, Urban Elementary Schools 
 
11:10 am, Room 202 
 
Raquel Greer, Principal, USD 263, Mulvane, KS, Frances Ervin, Wichita State University, Wichita, KS, Ben Proctor, 
Superintendent, USD 460, Hesston, KS, Kevin Harrison, Wichita State University, Wichita, KS, Falonda Ginyard, Wichita 
Technical Institute, Wichita, KS 
 
EdD in Ed Leadership 
 
This study examined the intersection of academic rigor and out-of-school factors in regard to the uneven implementation of 
rigor in K-2 classrooms.  Classrooms were located in low-income urban schools with large numbers of children of color, 
English language learners, and immigrant newcomers to the U.S.  This qualitative study applied a constructivist theoretical 
framework to explore teacher and administrator perceptions about the impact of out-of-school factors on student academic 
success.  Data was collected from 34 participants organized into six grade-level focus groups and five individual interviews 
with building administrators.  Findings indicated a lack of consensus about the implementation and evaluation of 
rigor.  Teachers and administrators viewed rigor through different lenses--teachers from the perspective of Maslow’s Hierarchy 
of Needs and administrators from the perspective of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  This disconnect played a central role in 
(mis)understanding the inconsistent implementation of rigorous classroom practices. 
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Teacher Perception on Teacher Induction 
 
9:15 am, Room  265 
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Cessna Redesign 
 
10:35 am, Room 265 
 
Matthew Snoddgrass, Cessna Elementary, Wichita, KS 
 
District-Level Licensure 
 
Cessna Elementary wants to take part in the redesign efforts to help support SECD and students with behavior needs by 
incorporating NME/Trauma informed classrooms that will use First Step Next curriculum to support Social Emotional 
Learning.  Cessna will also provide professional development for teachers and staff to be trained in the NME model. 
Technology rich classrooms that will be anchored in Biography Driven Instruction will allow students to become successful 
in post secondary education and or success in the work force. 
 
 
Monitor Status Students in ESOL 
 
11:10 am, Room 265 
 
Amanda Lowrance, USD 259, Wichita Public Schools, KS 
 
District-Level Licensure 
 
Federal guidelines require students who are English as a Second or Other Language (ESOL) and have passed the Kansas 
English Language Proficiency Assessment to be monitored ensuring their success. Wichita Public Schools are looking for a 
more efficient way to track ESOL students in monitor status. This study takes a deeper look into the process of monitoring 
students effectively, while taking into account multiple district approaches. The current number of monitored students, the 
overall ESOL population, and alternative methods for ensuring students who need reinstatement into ESOL services are 
examined. 
 
Recruitment and Retention of a Diversified Teaching Staff 
 
9:15 am, Room 262 
 
Ronald Stubbs, Principal, Marshall Middle School, USD 259, Wichita, KS 
 
District-Level Licensure 
 
The recruitment and retention of a diversified teaching staff is becoming more and more difficult for schools as students 
come to us with more complex needs that affect their potential to learning in a traditional school setting.  Students needs 
will continue to expand and our qualifications and skill sets for classroom teachers needs to grow with these increasing 
needs. This presentation will explore specific steps to help recruit quality candidates into the teaching field as well as ways 
to train and retain teachers to fill high needs teaching positions for students with diverse backgrounds and learning needs. 
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Effectiveness of Concept Maps in Learning 
 
9:15 am, Room 264 
 
Meghan Alexander, Eisenhower High School, Goddard, KS 

MAT Transition to Teaching 
 
This study determined how concept maps affected achievement when used with interactive notebooks in high school honors 
biology.  The research questions answered were how would supplementing interactive notebooks with concept maps impact 
student performance in science and would the type of concept map provided (complete versus partial) affect student 
achievement?  Participants in this study were from three classes of high school honors biology. There were 60 total 
participants, approximately 20 in each class. Participants ranged in age from 14-15 making them freshmen and sophomores. 
The quasi-experimental design included one control group and two experimental groups.  The control group did not receive 
a concept map, the first experimental group received a partial concept map, and the second experimental group received a 
complete concept map. Two units of study were taught over six weeks. Pre-test and post-test mean scores were compared. 
While concept map studies exist, little research was available for honors level students in science. 
 
 
Students Perception of Tutoring 
 
10:35 am, Room 257 
 
Bernarr Wharton, North High School, USD 259, Wichita, KS 

MAT Transition to Teaching 
 
There are many students through the years who have used tutors to help understand classroom materials they do not 
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Impact of Art-Integrated geometry lessons on students’ perceptions of mathematics 
 
11:10 am, Room 257 
 
Gayathri Ramkumar, USD 240 

MAT Transition to Teaching 
 
This will be a qualitative case study of a high school geometry class in a small rural school district.  The purpose of this 
study is to investigate the effect that art-integrated geometry lessons have on students’ motivation and attitude in 
mathematics.  The participants of this study will be a mix of sophomores and juniors who are taking high school geometry 
as part of their high school graduation requirements.  The data of this study will be collected through surveys: one given at 
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Literacy Skills and Student Participation 
 
9:15 am, Room 257  
 
Bryan Hernandez Rubero, Science Department, South High School, USD 259, Wichita, KS, Zachiary Sims, Stucky 
Middle School, USD 259, Wichita, KS 

MAT Transition to Teaching 
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23rd Annual Graduate Showcase 
 

GRADUATE POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

All poster presenters should be at their stations during these session 
times 9:50 - 10:30 am 

North  Walkway – west side 
 
 
 

Can Dialectical Thinking Improve the Effectiveness of the Classroom?  
 
Nikita Crissinger, Social Work, Qualified Mental Health Professional for Children and Adults, Norfolk, VA 
 

MEd in Learning and Instructional Design  
 
Diversity in classrooms is continually getting more complex. There are children coming from all different cultures, 
background, religions, environments, family dynamics, and many more aspects contributing to their lives. There are many 
different theories and approaches that teachers learn to help with the education of their students. Understanding each theory 
and approach is important when deciding which would be most effective for every unique situation. The knowledge of 
teachers and their abilities to be versatile with these techniques is imperative. This paper will explore and prove that 
dialectical thinking is an approach that would be effective in the classroom when used in the appropriate matter. The 
research will better help to understand what dialectical thinking is and how it can be used in the classroom. There will be 
two classrooms studied over the course of six months one using the technique and one staying normal. Before the 
experiment begins each teacher will be interviewed on current behavioral problems, education gaps, flow of the classroom, 
and challenges. Each class will also be interviewed asking them how they feel about their classroom and what they would 
change. One teacher will be given the dialectical approach and the other will be instructed to continue as normal. The 
teachers will be interviewed at the halfway point and at the end to prove the dialectical thinking approach is effective. The 
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Parent Perceptions of a School Sponsored Parent Resource Night: Implications for Reducing Parental Stress 
 
Kortni McGothlin, USD 259, Wichita, KS 
   
Research suggests that parents of children with disabilities often experience more stress than parents of children without 
disabilities. Providing parents of children with disabilities access to information about available community support and 
other resources may assist these parents in ways that contribute to reducing their levels of stress. A parent resource night 
was held in March of 2018 where parents could learn about available community resources to support their child and their 
needs in caring for their child. The purpose of the parent resource night was to connect parents to resources that would 
hopefully reduce their level of stress. Parents who attended the event completed surveys to gain an understanding of parent 
perceptions about how the information learned might contribute to reducing their level of stress. Important findings and 
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Self Esteem and Self Confidence in the Case of Anna 
 
Melody Haines, Wichita State University, Wichita, KS 
 
MEd in Educational Psychology 

 
Everyone questions whether they are worthy or can contribute to society. If there is a cognitive disability, positive self-
worth can  be an even larger obstacle. The self-esteem of a young lady with a cognitive disability, Down syndrome, will be 
examined. Self-esteem has two different components, local self-belief and global self-beliefs with the global ones really 
being more relevant to psychological well-being,(Rubin,2009). How a person feels about him or herself explains human 
behavior(Rubin, 2009). Self-esteem can suggest how a person values his or her importance and place in the surrounding 
environment. A low self-esteem can be a predictor of behavior issues, negative attitudes, no risk taking and the ability to 
ask questions. (Rubin,2009) A person with a positive self-esteem is more of a risk taker, will ask questions, have fewer 
behavior issues and have a positive attitude. 
 
 
 
Collaborative Learning: Shared Acquisition of Knowledge Through Instructional Design Application 
 
Kelli Regehr, USD 448, Inman Elementary School, Inman, KS, Erik Young, Wichita, KS 

MEd in Learning and Instructional Design  
 
Effective instructional design strategies incorporate best practices in the use of current technological advances and learning 
theories, while remaining committed to fostering an educational environment within which learning can reliably occur. 
Collaborative learning strategies can be used to help engage these groups of students as they receive, store, and recall 
learned information. These types of strategies can serve to reinforce existing instructional methods and procedures already 
applied during the learning process, while having the potential to fundamentally reframe and enhance the ongoing 
modification efforts of an established teaching curriculum. We conducted an experiment with two second grade classes. 
These classes were studying the same math standards and unit. One class was designated as a collaborative group and the 
other was taught whole class only. This experiment began with a pretest, lasted eight days, and ended in a post test. The 
average of the collaborative pretest was 59% and the post test was 97%. The average of the whole class group pretest was 
54% and the post test was 86%. This means that the collaborative group increased 38% from pretest to post and the whole 
class group only increased 32%. In conclusion, by looking at the results of collaborative groups versus whole group 
teaching, it would be more effective to use collaborative strategies in the classroom instead of whole class strategies.  










