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the 1980s. In fact, from 1987 to 2007, the Chinese glass industry’s output rose 18% yearly due to billions in
government subsidies.

Haley writes that between 2004 and 2008, Chinese glass and glass products manufacturers were estimated
to have received at least $30.3 billion in subsidies for heavy oil, coal, electricity and soda ash. During that
time, Chinese glass production doubled.

This growth led to an increase in U.S. exports, which tripled from 2000 to 2008. China’s share of the U.S.
market rose from 3% to 31% over the same period. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that the U.S.
glass industry lost almost 40,000 manufacturing jobs during that span. Additionally, U.S. glass plants fell
from 35 to 21 between 2005 and 2015.

As U.S. plants closed, Chinese glass manufacturers expanded. A 2011 article in Shanghai Metals Market
stated that China built 34 flat glass production lines in 2010 alone, contributing to another rise in exports to
the U.S. Currently, China leads glass production globally, exporting 28.7% of the world’s glass and
glassware in 2022, compared to the U.S.’s 6.6%, according to an article in World’s Top Exports.

AAM states that China’s export-led growth is a government priority, a sentiment echoed by White House
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