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doesthe combination of the primary and secondary areas that comprise your BGS make sense togg¢fleee
compare and contrast the same aspect of two défarareas that comprise your BGS major. For example, compare
and contrast the research methods, skills, or theories used by two of the areas by indicatitigelyaave similar

and different. 3 How have the three areas you have chosen for the BGS major helped to prepare you for a career ir
some field? In other words, please explain how the BGS degree, and the areas therein, fit with your career interes
Goal Three: Soonrto-graduate BGS students can document the value of their degree to different agyfdbieir

lives. Measurement of the influence the degree has on the personal, educational, and employment dimensions of
their lives will be achieved through a questionnaire filled out while they are getting their Application for Graduation
Form checkedhithe LAS Advising Center.

Since this is an interdisciplinary degree, facilities and equipment remain a part of each department that
contributes to instruction in the overall degree program. Some BGS majors take courses in the sciences wherein
labs are a necessity, etc. The facilities/equipment are not unique to the BGS, however, and departments with
students who claim their department as the primary part of their BGS get credit for the degree.

As an interdisciplinary major in the Fairmount College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, instructional services are
carried out by departments who might offer courses takg the BGS students. Advising, however, is another
matter. In the Liberal Arts and Sciences Advising Center (LASAC), the vast majaig@bthtudents are advised.

This rather large (mean o073 majors for the past five yeargagvising load is carried by the LASAC.

In as much as students may choose a secondary area from outside the college of liberal arts, there are other

colleges and n@LAS departments that share in producing SCH and enroliments for the BGS.

Have they changed since the last review?
XYes
e. If yes, describe the changes in a concise manner
New goals and an assessment plan were developed in 2005. These changes made the assessment objectives
learner centered and provided a plan for regular assessment as well as feedback mechanisms to promote continua
improvement.

2. Describe the quality of the program as assessed by the strengths, productivity, and oqadiifins of
the faculty in terms of SCH, majors, graduates and scholarly productivéfer to instructions in the
WSUProgram Review document for more information on completing this sectio@omplete a



* Winning by competitive audition. **Professional attainment (e.g., commercial recordintfpriricipal role in a performance. ***Commissioned or included
in a collection. KBOR data minima for UG programs: Majors=25; Graduates=10; Fa€Bi®R3Jata minima fonasterprograms: Majors20; Graduates=5;
Faculty=3 additional; KBOR data minimadoctoralprograms: Majorss; Graduates2; Faculty2 additional.

a. Provide a brief assessment of the quality of the faculty/staff using the data from the table abavell as any
additional relevant dataPrograms should comment on details in regard to productivity of the faculty (i.e., some
departments may have a few faculty producing the majority of the scholarsfiipyts to recruit/retain faculty,
departmental succession plans, course evaluation detia

Provide assessment here:

There are no specific faculty tied to the BGS Program or the BGS degree. All the faculty who teach BG.
students are part of regular departments, most of whom are to be found in LAS. As regular faculty, they must b
evaluated annually and for tenure and promotion mler to teach the courses inside their own departments
thereby offering the same quality of scholarship, teaching, and service to BGS students. All recruitment and
retention matters are done by the department and college wherein the faculty reséleourse evaluations for
faculty in their departments are tied, as well, to the courses they teach to any BGS majors who might be in the
classes. Rigorous evaluations done in the department and college assure the quality of faculty scholarship,
teaching, ad service.

3. Academic ProgramAnalyze the quality of the program as assessed by its curriculum and impact on stude
Completethis sectionfor each program(if more than one) Attach program assessment plan (s) as an
appendix ¢efer to instructions in theWSUProgram Review document for more information

a. For undergraduate programs, compare ACT scores of the majors with the University as a whole.

Last 3Years Total Majors- ACT — Fall Semester
From fall semester (mean for those reporting)
Majors All University Students FT
Year 1/ | 2007 21 22.3 (Jr and Sr only)
Year 2/ | 2008 20 22.5 (Jr and Sr only)
Year 3/ | 2009 20 22.5 (Jr and Sr only)

KBOR data minima for UG programs: &0 Wwill trigger program

The nature of the two samples explains muéhhe difference. Many BGS students are Undecided/Deciding students



b. For graduate programs, compare gradu@BAs of the majors withiniversity graduate GPAs

Last 3 Years Total Admitted- AverageGPA (Admitted)— Domestic Students Only (60 hr GPA for those with
By FY >



same aspect of two different areas
that comprise your BGS major. For
example, compare ahcontrast the
research methods, skills, or theories
used by two of the areas by indicating
howthey are similar and different.)3
How have the three areas you have



d. Provideaggregatedata on student majorsatisfaction (e.g., exit surveyggpstone results, licensing or
certification examination resultgmployer surveysr other such data that indicate student ssftiction
with the program and whether students are learning the curriculum



Provide a brief assessment of the ovecplhlity of theacademic programasing the data from tables in
3a—3e and other information you may collect, including outstanding student work (e.gtaodisg
scholarship, inductions into honor organizations, publications, special awards, academic scholarships,
student recruitment and retention). Also indicate whether the program is accredited by a specialty
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within WSU ddressing the needs of many minoritie©f the 400 BGS graduates in the past three years
with a known race, 21 percent were members of minority groups.

Employment data for the BGS major is most difficult to find/track. About half of the students who
graduate are “thinking about a graduate degree” and many who graduate already have jobs which may
be enhanced by receiving the bachelor's degree. Since it is a generalist, interdisciplinary degree there i
no simple way to track employment as their mightibgrofessional schools. Since many of the BGS
students take social science hours and specialties, it is likely that they take jobs in human service
delivery segment of the economy. Sociology, psychology, criminal justice, biology, history, and
communcations are among the most popular primary emphases taken by BGS students. Most of these
disciplines are social sciences and the BGS students often combine two or three of the social sciences t
complete the BGS. Hence, employment in the social service sector is likely.

5. Analyze thecost of the program andervice the Program provides to the discipline, other programs at the
University, and beyond.Complete for each program if appropriat@efer to instructions in the WSWrogram
Review document for mag information on completing this section)
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6. Report onthe Program’sgoal (s) from the last review. List the godk), data that may have beenollected to
support the goaJ and the outcome. Complete for each program if appropriatgefer to instructions in thewSuU
Program Rview document for more information on completing this sectian)

| (ForLast 3FYs) | Goal (s) | Assessment Data Analyzed | Outcome
2008- 2010 Goal Two:Students will be  Students have responded to
able to provide a rationale the three questions in three
for the selection of primary different data collection
and secondary areas as theypoints in the past two years.
relate to knowledge and A total of 36 students
employment. Assessment iscompleted comments on alll

tied to the ability of the three questions. The rubric
students to answer the developed to assess whuwdr
following questionsl) the students are meeting the

Explain in some detail how desired quality of response
the three areas of your BGS
degree form a coherent
whole in your mind. That s,
how doesthe combinatio

of the primary and
secondary areas that
comprise your BGS make
sense together?2) Please
compare and contrast the
same aspect of two
different areas that
comprise your BGS major.
For example, compare and
contrast the research
methods, skills, or theces
used by two of the areas by
indicating howthey are
similar and different. BHow
have the three areas you
have chosen for the BGS
major helped to prepare you
for a career in some field?
In other words, please
explain how the BGS degree,
and the areas therein, fit
with your career interests.
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graduate BGS students can havebeen collected and percent report “moderate to
document the value of their analyzed in the past four a lot” of impact from the
degree to different aspects years. ltems were asked withBGS

of their lives. Measurement a Likerttype response Educational Items This is a
of the influence the degree ranging from 1to 5. Forthe very mixed set of questions.
has on the personal, purposes of this analysis, if While 53 percent said they
educational, and the students marked a 3, 4, were thinking about
employment dimensions of or 5 score for the item, it was pursuing another
their lives will be achieved counted as “recognizing undergraduate degree, 92
through a questionnaire influence fron the BGS percent said they would
filled out while they are degree” “get the same degree if they
getting their Application for had to do it over again.”
Graduation Form checked in Ninety-six percent say they
the LAS Advising Center. would “recommend the BGS
to a friend.”

Personal Relevance Items
86 percent report
“moderate to a lot” of
influence from the BGS.

Since the standa set was

75 percent, the employment
and personal dimensions of
their lives see the most
impact from the BGS degree
choice. The five items
relating to education as an
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Provideassessment here:

The Bachelor of General Studies degree in the Fairmount College of Liberal Arts and Sciences is in it's
forth decade of existence. There is still strong student demand for the degree and students who
complete the degree are very positive about the impact the degree has on the personal and
employment dimensions of their livesAnd, students who choose the BGS might be unlikely to finish a
degree without this interdisciplinary option.

The program has not been triggered by KBOR criteria.

Assessment of Goal 2 “Students will be able to provide a rationale for the selection of primary and
secondary areas as they relate to knowledge and employment” still needs to be strengthened. Three
separate attempts to collect the written data have yetdonly & sets of responses and the quality of

the work produced is not ideal and is often done without effort. In trying to affect this during the first
two data collection efforts a total of only 12 students came to complete the questions at a computer
lab. In the last collection effort, we sent about 22ails to BGS Majors with more than 90 hours. The
three questions that are part of Goal Two assessment were attached. T¥oemtgompletad all three
guestions in some way, but in many cases, theas little thought or effort expendedThe student data
collected in the LAS Social Science Computer Lab showed students taking more time, being thoughtful,
and writing more complete responses. This data collection setting was loosely monitored by some of
the Assessment Committedhe BGS Assessment Committee, which | chair, will have to revisit this goal
and the methods of measuring the outcome. We like the goal, but we might need to move more
creatively to a similar outcome with fewef the methodobgical complications. What we are asking
students to do is take about 90 minutes out of their lives and help usasgkssmentless if they do it

online at home, but other assessment efforts in the university using the same methodology have the
same pralems; no turnout for the assessment even if incentives are provided, i.e. the College Learning
Assessment or CLA.

Certainly, the committegalongwith the LAS Dean’s Offiamust revisit Goal 1 and Goal 2 and put more
effort into getting a larger numberf@uestionnaires for assessment of Goall®iese would certainly
need to be addressed before the end of the next 3 year cycle; by 201évision of the BGS
Assessment Plan would need revision at that time.



APPENDIX A

Bachelor of Generdbtudies Assessment Plan
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Revised Assessment Plan
Bachelor of General Studies
May, 2005
WSU Mission Statement

Wichita State University is committed to providing comprehensive educational opportunities in an urban setting.
Through teachig, scholarship, and public service, the University seeks to equip both students and the larger community
with the educational and cultural tools they need to thrive in a complex world, and to achieve both individual
responsibility in their own lives and effective citizenship in the local, national, and global community.

High quality teaching and learning are fundamental goals in all undergraduate, graduate, and continuing
education programs. Building on a strong tradition in the arts and sciences, thersityioffers programs in business,
education, engineering, fine arts, and health professions, as well as in the liberal arts and sciences. Degree programs
range from the associate to the doctoral level and encompass 75 fields of studgegose programsre designed to
meet the specialized educational and training needs of individuals and organizations in south central Kansas.

Scholarship, including research, creative activity, and artistic performance, is designed to advance the University’s goa
of providing high quality instruction, making original contributions to knowledge and human understanding, and serving
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All of the goals will be assessed for the first time during the Zi®&cademic year so a feedback loop will be
initiated before the 2007 accreditation process. Subsequently, the assessments will be done in alternate years
beginning in 20008 academic year.

Assessment Standards for Program and Learner Outcomes

Goal One: Count the combination of disciplines students choose to complete the BGS degree and subsequently develc
learner outcomes for the more common sets of disciplines. There are ndegpeemined standards for this goal. The

data from the assessment will b@sktriptive and used in the feedback loop to examine the possibilities of learning
outcomes for the more frequent combinations of disciplines.

Goal Two: Students will be able to provide a rationale for the selection of primary and secondary areas as they relate tc
knowledge and employment.

Learner OQutcomé: A BGS major will be able to articulate how his or her program forms a coherent whole. (Standard i
60 percent)

Learner Qutcom@: A BGS major will be able to compare and contrast knowledge froemnatiffdisciplines. (Standard
is 60 percent)

Learner Outcome 3A BGS major will be able to explain how the program fits his or her career interests. (Standard is 6
percent)

Goal Three: Soonrto-graduate BGS graduates can document the value of their degree to different aspects of their lives.

Learner OQutcome 4BGS students will affirm that their degree influences them in the personal, educational, and
employment dimensions of their lives. (Standard by which influence is measured will be a mearroERbfpr each
item or index)

Results

The first round of assessment results will be available once data are collected in the in the fall of 2005 and rubrics



APPENDIX B

Bachelor of General Studies Survey

Qualitative Results Summary
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The following are derived from the 49 questionnairempteted in the past three years and result from the following
directive: “Pleas comment on your educational experience at Wichita State University.”

Comments

1) Wichita State has been a great experience. | enjoyed every aspect but one. | did not like the fact that in order tc
get a B.A. in Psychology, students must take 15 hours of a
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19) I wish more degree programs were more haiwats or at least have some practical field experience. | would
have used more opportunities with CJ if | had some “outings” to see the real CJ field.

20) No canments.

21) No comments.

22)“Good experience”

23) Awesome!

24) My experience at Wichita State University has helped me grow into who | truly am. My choices here have
opened my ears and eyes along with my heart to new ideas. | feel with the help of the Advising department
was able to gain momentum to achieving my degree.

25) No comments.

26) No comments.

27) No comments.

28) | feel that | learned more about myself through the classes than about subject matter. | think that is the more
important thing to understand when entering “theakworld.” Knowing one’s limitations and understanding
potential will allow success without hardship.

29) More than just a great experience in my life as far as school and track and field. Words couldn’t express the
experience.

30) | really enjoyed my educatiohaxperience at WSU. The classes were well organized and the faculty very well
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45) No comments.

46) No comments.

47)No comments.

48) | have enjoyed coming to WSU. | have learned a lot while | am here. | would recommend this school to my
friends.

49) All the colleges and univsities | have attended were a lot smaller. Teachers were a little more accessible. The



