




LOCAL HISTORY 

Society of Public Historians 
visits the Kansas Cosmosphere. 



A: Sandra Reddish, Western Sites Coordinator for the Nebraska State Historical 
Society Foundation, is at the foundation�s newest project: the �Walk to the Rock� trail 
at Chimney Rock near Scottsblu�, Nebraska.  
B: Having completed his master�s degree from the Department of History, Josh 
Mackey now serves as the archivist for Oklahoma Baptist University. His latest 
projects include documenting the historic buildings on campus as they are being 
rehabbed in the wake of the 2023 tornado. 
C: Alumnus Seth Bate, center, celebrates the release of his award-winning book on 
the Walnut Valley Festival at Watermark Books.  
D: Dr. Jason Herbert earned his bachelor�s and master�s degrees from Wichita State 
in 2012 and 2015, respectively, before earning his Ph.D. at the University of Minnesota 

in 2022. He recently accepted a position as the �rst Tribal Liaison for United 
States Forest Service at the Pike-Isabel National Forests & Cimarron and 

Comanche National Grasslands. This comes after three years serving 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians. Further, he continues to grow Historians At The Movies, 
one of the largest historical communities linking �lm and 

history lovers across the globe, which now includes the 
Historians At The Movies Podcast, available everywhere. 

D: 
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DR. HELEN S. HUNDLEY 

CENTER OF BUDDHISM IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE 

Russia�s invasion of Ukraine has vividly illustrated the 
value of the knowledge of history. From the history of 
medieval Russia to the identi�cation of Ukrainian as a 
separate language in the nineteenth century all have 
been shaken by the war. Textbooks in Russia this fall 
have removed the word Kiev.  

Scholars who study the region have been e�ectively 
limited by the war. However, conferences bringing 
scholars from around the world together continue to 
meet. Scholars continue to plumb their, and my, wealth 
of materials gathered prior to the war. 

Author in Siberia • 



KEITH PICKUS 

Keith Pickus continues to teach courses for both the History Department and the Cohen Honors College. 
Last fall, he taught a completely revamped version of his Holocaust History course that he last taught 
more than 15 years ago. Central to this process was making use of available video footage and survivor 
testimonies, both of which greatly enhance students’ ability to engage with the material. In spring 
his efforts focused on revising the Genocide History class he first taught a year ago to help students 
process the wide range of historical information associated with the topic. 

Outside of the classroom Professor Pickus wrote a yet-to-be-published essay on “The Arc of a 
University Career” and coordinated a series of informal conversations with Honors College faculty 
to help assess how faculty differentiate their teaching of honors courses from regular departmental 

offerings. In addition, Keith is an active board member on two organizations within the Wichita Jewish community. 

JAY PRICE 

Having concluded his time as chair, Jay Price is turning his attention back to teaching and to several 
projects including a Spanish translation of the Luke the Longhorn graphic novel series, a photo history 
of the Wichita LBGTQ community, and continued work on the study of ethnic entrepreneurs. He is 
also preparing for his sabbatical where his main project will involve a study of the career and legacy of 
Governor John Carlin. 

ROBERT WEEMS 

Most of Professor Weems’s activities 
during 2022-23 were a continuation 
of previous endeavors. For instance, 
as the principal investigator (PI) for 
the grant-funded project “Wichita 
Nonwhite Business People Tell Their 
Stories,” he, along with the project 
co-PIs (Drs. Sue Abdinnour and 
Jay Price) coordinated the ongoing 

interviewing of local African American, Asian American and 
Hispanic entrepreneurs. In addition, Weems, Abdinnour and 
Price developed an article linked with an earlier survey they 
conducted among Wichita African American, Asian American 
and Hispanic businesspeople. 

An important new activity that Professor Weems engaged 
in during 2022-23 was an October 28, 2022 keynote 
presentation related to the Bicentennial of the founding 
of the African nation of Liberia in 1822. This event was 
sponsored by U.S. members of Liberia’s Grand Bassa County 
Association and Indian River State College in Fort Pierce, 
Florida. Nearly fifty years ago (in 1974), Weems, then an 
M.A. student at Boston University, conducted an oral history
of the labor movement in Liberia. Consequently, his 2022
presentation could draw on some first-hand observations
regarding Liberia’s historical evolution.

The major highlight of Professor Weems’s activities during 
2022-23 was his February 25, 2023 induction into the Kansas 
Black Educators Hall of Fame (sponsored by the Art That 
Touches Your Heart Foundation). This was a truly special 
moment for Weems in that it recognized the totality of 
his career as a professor (University of Iowa, University of 
Missouri-Columbia, Wichita State University). 

Last, but not least, in spring 2023, Professor Weems 
participated in a couple of events linked with the United 
Nations’ Working Group of Experts on People of African 
Descent (WGEPAD). First, he was an invited participant in an 
April 30 virtual session featuring the hypothetical construct, 
“Reparations Achieved! Now What!” Weems and other 
roundtable participants discussed financial instruments 
and mechanisms that could sustain generational wealth for 
people of African descent. 

In a parallel activity, Professor Weems submitted a working 
paper entitled “African American Insurance Companies: A 
Case Study of Economic Triumph and Economic Tragedy” 
to the U.N.’s Working Group of Experts on People of African 
Descent. This working paper (and others) were part of the 
WGEPAD report submitted to the 54th session of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council and to the 78th session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 



A trek through Germany 
JEFF HAYTON 

Je� Hayton spent his sabbatical conducting interviews and 
archival research around Germany for his new monograph on 
Socialist Summits: �Mountaineering in the German Democratic 
Republic.� While he enjoyed his time in them all (except 
Chemnitz, where he got Covid), the best place he worked was in 
Dresden where he was able to enjoy something historians o�en 
dream about, but rarely experience. 

In Dresden is the Saxon Alpine Club (Sächsische Bergsteigerbund), 
one of the oldest mountaineering clubs in Germany. It recently 
opened a new building featuring a state-of-the-art climbing wall, 
gym, library and cafØ. It also houses the archive of the club, a 
room piled high with old diaries, tour books, periodicals, �yers, 
photographs, stacks of letters and old bits of gear. But there 
is no order, no record system, not even a list of materials: the 
volunteers who �manage� it don�t even know what is in there. 
Somehow, Je� sweet-talked his way into that room, and they 
even gave him a key so he could go in and out on his own. For 
months, he spent his days systematically going through that 
room, copying materials which no one has ever seen, or even 
knows exists anymore. 

Probably his best discovery was a 13-volume history of the SBB 
typed on crumbling GDR-era onion-skin paper by a man named 
Fritz Petzold, the chairman of one of the underground climbing 
clubs which continued to function under the communists: 3000 
pages of idiosyncratic reminisces about club and climbing. Je� 
also had the privilege of meeting several old climbers from the 
former GDR including the legendary Bernd Arnold who, in the 
1970s, was probably the best climber in the world, even if very 
few ever heard of him. Now that he is back in Kansas, he must 
organize all the materials he collected so he can start writing; it is 
going to be a busy year. 

LECTURE SERIES 
The History Department Lecture Series welcomed two wonderful presentations in 2023. In 
April, Dr. Andrew Denning, Associate Professor of History at the University of Kansas, spoke 
about “Automotive Empire: How Cars and Roads Fueled European Colonialism in Africa.” In 
September, the history department partnered with the Department of Women’s, Ethnicity, 
and Intersectional Studies for their Words By Women lecture series and welcomed Dr. Amrita 
Chakrabarti Myers, Associate Professor of History and Gender Studies at Indiana University, 
Bloomington, to speak on her forthcoming book “The Vice President’s Black Wife: The Untold 
Life of Julia Chinn.”  

APRIL 

SEPTEMBER 

Dr. Andrew Denning 

Dr. Amrita  
Chakrabarti Myers 
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A sabbatical of research 
and writing 
RANNFRID LASINE THELLE 

For me, being on sabbatical this past semester meant having control over 
my time, sitting in the comfy winter study I had prepared at home, and 
having the opportunity to devote that time to work without interruption 
on a book project: “Babel and Bible: The Impact of Mesopotamia on Biblical 
Studies 1872–1924.” This is a history of research project in my field of Old 
Testament/Hebrew Bible. 

The last quarter of the nineteenth century was a seminal period in many 
of the humanities and social sciences. Major breakthroughs took place 
in historical consciousness and the study of the ancient past that also 
impacted traditional approaches to the Bible. At the same time, excavations 
of buried Mesopotamian cities had revealed material culture remains and 
tens of thousands of texts from ancient cultures that until then had only 
been known through biblical and Greek sources. The excavations revealed 
a rich and vibrant culture that had lasted for over 2500 years, that had its 
own script system (cuneiform) and language, political and religious history, 
education, arts, architecture and had dominated the entire region. 

The new field of Assyriology, as it was called, interfaced with biblical 
studies, and gave it a new context. Other fledgling fields such as 
archaeology, anthropology, and folklore studies contributed to this rich 
period within intellectual history. I’ve had the temptation to go down many 
rabbit holes during this work, and wished many times that I could just 
keep going where my curiosity took me. But that doesn’t lead to any end 
product. The sabbatical enabled me to push through in the difficult phase 
of producing a book manuscript, and I now have a rough draft to continue 
tinkering with, when time allows. Never mind that I was supposed to be 
working on the next book; that will have to be for the next sabbatical. 

The sabbatical enabled me to push through 
in the di�cult phase of producing a book 
manuscript, and I now have a rough draft to 
continue tinkering with, when time allows. 

RANNFRID LASINE THELLE 

A FINAL 
PUBLICA



Award Winners 
Bottom Row: Cassity Sutton, Allison Waldt, Christine Brouillette 

Top Row: Bowen Hou, Sandra Hain, Niklas Erwin, Justin Gordon 

FALL 2023 SCHOLARSHIPS 
In 2022-23, thanks to the generous support of the department’s donors, nearly $19,000 was delivered to 
graduate and undergraduate students in the form of scholarships, awards and research support. In the category 






