


 

 

  
Student Spotlight:  

 

- Sara Baltazar, Program Educational Advisor; Financial Literacy Coordinator 



 

 

  

This is Only A Test 
- Vivian Pham, Program Educational Advisor; ACT/SAT Coordinator 

The State of Kansas Department of Education provided free ACT tests again this year for all juniors 

across the state. Students reported to their designated high school and tested with adherence to 

social distancing guidelines. Yet in the midst of the pandemic, the College Board is continuing to 

redesign standardized testing. The SAT normally has two testing sections, one for math and the 

other for reading and writing. Since the 1960’s, students have had the option of taking subject tests 

to show their strengths in history, languages, and chemistry. In 2005, the essay section was added to 

the SAT test, which was considered a drastic change at the time. Now, the College Board has 

decided to discontinue the subject tests and essay portion of the SAT test. 

 

Many universities are following the trend of being test optional. Meaning, colleges will dismiss 

ACT/SAT test scores as admissions requirements for Fall 2021 and 2022. With the closing of 

testing centers and family concerns about health and safety, students can breathe easier, knowing 

that they do not have the pressure of providing test scores. However, graduating seniors with ACT 

test scores will have the advantage of qualifying for more scholarships. Also, a strong GPA helps to 

meet admissions requirements for colleges. Graduating seniors need to research test score 

requirements for admission to specific out-of-state universities. 

 

 

 

Embracing Change 

The coronavirus forced everyone into a world of online-learning, remote work, and social-distance living. 

This shift has brought unforeseen benefits. Distance learning has helped students to develop more self-

discipline and focus. They have also gained more time in their day to complete homework assignments, 

and through remote learning, they have acquired technical skills that will benefit them in their professional 

careers. Digital professionals are in high demand and the need continues to rise.  

 

Listed below are the top 8 careers many students and working professionals are interested in. 

1. Chief Marketing Officer (CMO) 

2. Web Analytics Manager 

3. Creative Director 

4. UX Specialist (Coding) 

5. Mobile App Developer 

6. Interactive Marketing Manager 

7. Head of Digital 

8. Chief Experience Officer 

For more information on any of these careers or other career-related questions, don’t hesitate to call       

316-978-3127 or email 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Hays_State_University
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
mailto:Myron.richard@wichita.edu


 

 

  



 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/132832534@N03/18940552976/in/photolist-uRHhwd-8vGSwz-3bqCt7-5TCyNW-52a467-8vLixL-9M3JK9-8vHeWe-9fCFdH-9q5k5C-i9BEUy-71x9op-9q2i4M-9q5kjW-9q2iq4-9q2hWV-9q2hNR-8DVQip-8DYYHm-8vL3KN-8vGWT4-8vGM7F-8vLfm5-8vHN4D-8vL2to-8vLGMy-ndBYu9-AgcpA-6HurtG-5wSt9J-7xfdqW-8vLe2q-8vLoCU-pTsdMk-oojL3H-4YJvxj-8vLtR9-8vKPjQ-8vHK3v-8vLuAC-8vL9tA-8vKNuG-8vLz1u-8vKSXh-adoFfb-Agcom-AgcoY-AgcnY-dbMjxC-7xfhLQ
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/003211.htm#:~:text=Stress%20is%20a%20feeling%20of,danger%20or%20meet%20a%20deadline
https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/003211.htm#:~:text=Stress%20is%20a%20feeling%20of,danger%20or%20meet%20a%20deadline


 

 

  

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the TRIO Talent Search 

program is to identify, encourage, and 

assist low income and potential first        

generation college students to complete a 

secondary education, enroll in post-

secondary education, and complete a 

postsecondary program. 

  

Program Staff 

Clockwise: Stephanie Haynes, Middle School Director, Larry Ramos, Program Director,                    
Sharon K. Robertson, Senior Administrative Assistant, Vivian Pham, Program Educational 

Advisor/ACT-SAT Coordinator, Mani Souriya, Associate Director/Statistician,             
Myron Richard, Program Educational Advisor/Mentoring Coordinator, Sara Baltazar, 

Program Educational Advisor/Financial Literacy Coordinator 
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