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Anticipation: A Success Tool 
  by Barbara Kae

 Anticipation is a skill that every stu-
dent should develop. Merriam-Webster’s on-
line dictionary provides several deýnitions 
of  anticipation. 1) a preceding action that   
prevents a later action; 2) to look forward; 
3) planning how money is used before it is 
in hand; 4) visualizing the outcome of a fu-
ture event. By using anticipation effectively 
a student can increase his/her success in 
college and at home.
 

 The ýrst deýnition implies a preven-
tative measure. For example, when prepar-
ing to present a powerpoint in class, the 
student brings his/her presentation on a 
þash drive, a DVD, and has a paper print-
out of the slides. Taking these extra copies 
of the presentation insures that the power-
point will be presented in spite of possible 
technical problems or a power failure. The 
ability to think beyond the main event (the 
presentation) and anticipate what might in-
terfere with its success, allows the student 
to be successful under most conditions.

comes into play when thinking about the 
entire year’s worth of income and spending. 
Developing a viable spending plan should 
be a priority to earmark enough funds for 
tuition, fees, food, housing, transportation, 
entertainment, and your sister’s birthday 
present which arrives at the same time ev-
ery year. The successful student needs to 
expand this idea to include how to avoid 

current debt, how to pay for 
school loans after gradua-
tion, and what kind of in-
come can he/she expect to 
make in his/her chosen ca-

reer in the location they have chosen to 
live. Planning how money will be used be-
fore it is available allows a student to have 
all of the necessities for school and living 
expenses, as well as some of the extras. 

 Athletes use a technique of visualiza-
tion for future events. Basketball players 
visualize the ball sinking into the hoop at
the free throw line. Thought before action

enhances the shot. Students can use this 
same visualization technique to “see” them-
selves taking a successful test or writing a 
great term paper or walking at graduation. 
Visualization is only half of the equation; 
the other half is hard work. A student who 
studies, reads, and prepares every day for 
a course, knows the class syllabus, and at-
tends every class has an important advan-
tage in his/her college career. 

 Anticipation in all its forms can take 
a student into a successful reality. This skill 
takes work, dedication, and practice but 
the rewards are great. And what can be 
more pleasurable than the sweet taste of 
success?

 The second deýnition ñto look for-
ward” is more than it seems. It takes into 
account the entire action and its conse-
quences An example would be planning an 
event. Most people focus only on the pre-
planning. Successful people are just as in-
volved in the event while it is happening so 
they can adjust the details to make it more 
effective. The last part involves evaluation. 
This might be formal with a questionnaire 
or informal by just noting who and what 
worked well and then ýling the information 
to access for the next time. In this way an-
ticipation becomes a process to success. 

 Money is a concern especially at the 
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