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The Critical Thinker by Barbara Kae

Thinking. Something that we all do. Critical thinking

is problem solving. Remember those word problems
especially the ones with trains arriving at different times
and different speeds? Solving them requires critical
thinking. The advanced critical thinker not only solves the
ZRUG SUREHP KH GHYHIRSV WKH SUREIHP ¢UVW DQG WKHQ
solves it. And what employer wouldn’t want a skilled prob-
lem-solver on his/her team?

Albert Einstein
as a Young Man

If you are planning to go to college
or move up the career ladder, your
critical thinking skills may need some
improvement. “Many highly intelli- The Thinker by Rodin
gent people are poor thinkers. Many
people of average intelligence are
skilled thinkers. The power of a car is separate from the way the
car is driven.” This quote by Edward de Bono who is a physician,
inventor and author, points out that we may have the equipment
but not the necessary skills. Critical thinking is a very deliberate,
clear, precise way of examining ourselves and the world in which
we live. It enables us to make positive, rational decisions that
impact our personal and professional lives. This cognitive pro-
cess may begin with assumptions or information that is not quite
accurate. However, critical thinking allows for the readjustment

of the original assumptions or faulty factual information so that in the end the best
choice may be made from the existing data. Selecting informed, solid options should
improve your life at work and at home.

Anyone on a debate team can appreciate the reasoned logic of argument. In this case
“argument” does not mean a heated discussion with rising tempers but rather a logi-
cal deliberation of facts. Before the debate begins, the team studies the given topic.
They brainstorm and decide what points to emphasize to impress the judges. They
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The Critical Thinker (continued)

also analyze data and study various methods to convince others of their viewpoint.
Almost any subject can be debated both pro and con. There are at least nineteen dif-
ferent kinds of debate listed on Wikipedia as well as three different debating strategies.
Thinking about thinking could become a full time occupation.

It is not necessary to make critical thinking your sole pursuit in order to improve your
skills. Studying how to present arguments or make a logical progression of thought to
an accurate conclusion is a good start. Logic used as a form of examining life can be
traced back to the time of Socrates and Plato. One simple logic model is the following:

1) Every mouse eats cheese.

2) Mickey is a mouse.

3) Mickey eats cheese.
7KH ¢UW WZR VADWHPHQWY DUH WKH IRXQGDWLRQ IURP ZKLFK WKH FRQFIXVLRQ LV UHDFKHG
Here is a second example:

1) All ducks have feet.

2) People have feet.

3) All people are ducks.

As you can see from these simple examples, logic and
reasoning can lead you to inaccurate conclusions if

the foundation statements are not clear, precise, ac-
curate, and properly related to one another. The more
complicated the issues, the more necessary it becomes
WR WKLQN ZLWK FOHDUIN\ GH¢,QHG (RJLF 7KHUH DUH IDWDFLHV
which are mistakes in reasoning. These occur when



. Summer Construction

Under by Barbara Kae
Construction

Wichita State University is working on several
construction projects this summer including the
parking lot just west of Brennan Hall I. In order
WR UHDFK WKH 9QHWHUDQ 8SZDUG %RXQG RI¢FHV
Veterans will need to enter the building on the
east side near Yale Street. After entering the
double doors, visitors will need to climb a short
ALIKW RI WIDLUV WR WKH VHFRQG ARRU DQG IURP
there the elevator is accessible. Directional
signs have been posted to aid in the process.
There is a large parking lot located between
Vassar and Fairmount Street south of 17th
Street open for Veteran parking. Questions?
30HDVH FDW RXU RI¢ FH DW

. that your course syllabus contains important and maybe
vital information linked to your college success. Make an extra
copy and keep one at home and the other in your backpack. If
you don’t understand it, call VUB.

* that college should be treated as important as your job.
Go to every class. Be on time. Take accurate notes. Learn how
to study effectively. Cramming for tests the night before one is
not a good study method.

* that joining various organizations on campus, participating
in cultural activities, experiencing different theater or musi-
cal performances, visiting the campus museums, viewing art
exhibits or attending additional lectures of visiting professors
is a great way to enrich your college experience, expand your
world view, increase your personal network, and may even be
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Mission Statemert

The mission is to provide necessary training
and support that will enable eligible Veterans
to successfully enter into college
or any other post-secondary institution.

Veterans Upward Bound-WSU

1845 Fairmount Street
Campus Box 137
Wichita, Kansas 67260-0137
Phone: (316) 978-6742
Fax: (316) 978-3676
Toll Free: (877) 312-2586
Email: veterans.upwardbound@wichita.edu

Veterans Upward BoundWSU is a 100% federally
funded program.




