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Grammatically Speaking: Avoiding Common Grammatical Errors

Grammar is not just the domain of  high-minded intellectuals holding court in an ivory tower, nor is it a sadist creation 
designed to make you feel frustrated and confused. It is a system and structure that is genuinely in existence to help us 
communicate more clearly—to help us better understand each other and derive meaning from the things we say and write.
That is why it’s so important to take notice of  grammatical mistakes and figure out what you need to do to correct them. 
Below are nine examples of  common grammatical errors.

Sources:  http://www.nextscientist.com/tips-improve-your-academic-writing/

	    http://www.grammarly.com/blog/2015/5-of-the-most-common-grammar-mistakes/

PERSEVERANCE: 20 YEARS AND COUNTING



				  

5	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 McWrite Meeting (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Noah Trammell, “Integrating Sources”

	 Research Assembly Meeting (3 - 4 p.m.)
	 Ashley Cervantes, “Methodology and Data Collection”
	
12	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 Grad Prep/Seminar (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Dr. Jeffrey Jarman, “Critical Thinking Skills”

27	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 Faculty Led Seminar (10 a.m. - noon)	
	 Dr. Michelle Redmond, “Writing for Publication”

29	 Research Deadline
	 IRB Sumbission Due

4	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 Grad Seminar (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Kaylee Nungesser, “Managing Graduate School Debt”

	 Research Assembly Meeting (3 - 4 p.m.)
	 Noah Trammell, “Parts of  a Manuscript”

12	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 Faculty Led Seminar (10 a.m. - noon)
	 LaWanda Holt-Fields, “McNair Alumni Panel”

25	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 Grad Seminar (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Ashley Cervantes, “The Back-up Plan”

1	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 McWrite Meeting (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Noah Trammell, “Writing in Review”

	 Research Assembly Meeting (3 - 4 p.m.)
	 Ashley Cervantes, “Research Concerns”

9	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 Faculty Led Seminar (10 a.m. - noon)
	 Dr. Robert Weems, “What it Took to Get My PhD”

13	 Devlin Hall, Rm 106 
	 Grad Prep Meeting (2 - 3 p.m.)
	 Connie Dietz, “Portraying a Professional Image”
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  Events to Come

My research involves making a prosthetic lower 
arm for a six-year-old girl to play the violin. Initially, 
I was not interested until my mentor, Dr. Brooking, 
explained the situation. I got a chance to meet with 
the girl’s family and see her playing the violin. She was 
amazing, but her current prosthetic hand is limiting 
her potential. 

I immediately took an interest in the project. I am very 
hopeful that by the end of  the upcoming semester, 
she will even play better with a modified version of  
her current prosthetic hand. I am excited about the 
project.
		                                            - Khoi Lam

29	 Research Deadline
	 Literature Review Due

McNair Alumni Samanta 
Souriya Honored as Teacher 

of  the Year Semi-finalist

Samanta Souriya, ESOL Teacher at Jardine, was 
honored as a semi-finalist for the Kansas Teacher 
of  the Year Award from the Kansas Department of
Education. She was honored during a banquet in 
Wichita on September 12, 2015.

Souriya was a participant in the McNair Program 
during the 1995-1996 and 1996-1997 grant years.

PERSEVERANCE: 20 YEARS AND COUNTING

Pictured left are 
motion sensors 
similar to those used 
with Khoi’s research.

Student Research



Jamie Bezdek, Ph.D. was honored as a TRIO Achiever in 
2014. She participated in the University of  Kansas McNair  
Scholars program in 2000 - 2001. Bezdek’s passion and 
commitment for disadvantaged students started  with her 
undergraduate research projects as a McNair Scholar and 
her commitment to educational equality is grounded in her 
beginnings as a  TRIO student. Bezdek is a TRIO champion 
at heart and will continue to  advance the lives of  many 
underrepresented populations.

Bezdek works as the research coordinator for the SWIFT 
Center. Past work includes applying (Positive Behavior 
Support) PBS at all levels in schools, community mental 
health agencies, and in homes. Past research includes 
implementing school-wide PBS in urban schools, piloting a 
web-based application that allows data to be accessed and 
trigger research-based interventions, exploring parent and 
professional partnerships, and researching the effectiveness 
of  office discipline referrals.

Sources: http://www.mokanne.org/Past%20TRIO%20Achievers.aspx; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWn4BvX23dk; 
http://www.lsu.edu/hss/polisci/faculty_and_staff/sullivan.php; http://www.
beachcenter.org/staff/staff_detail.aspx?id=28

Jaswant Sullivan, Ph.D. was honored as a TRIO Achiever 
in 2012. He participated in the Ronald E. McNair Program 
from 1996 - 1997 at Truman State University. He earned 
his Bachelor of  Science degree from Truman State 
University, two Master of  Arts degrees from Southern 
Illinois University and Indiana University, and his Ph.D. 
from Indiana University. Sullivan studies race, identity and 
political behavior. His current projects explore the effects 
of  African American racial identity on political attitudes and 
behavior. He currently is an Assistant Professor at Louisiana 
State University. 

Sullivan’s recommender shared the following in her letter 
of  recommendation, “Jas’ dedication to helping others 
from disadvantaged backgrounds like himself  embodies the 
ideals of  TRIO and helps fulfill the dream of  Dr. Ronald E. 
McNair.”

Someone Like Me

Jamie Bezdek, Ph.D., Special Education, Behavior, 
Leadership, and Systems Change
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Jaswant Sullivan, Ph.D., Political Science
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